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Instructions to candidates 

• Answer four questions
• Any additional question(s) answered will not be marked.
• All questions carry equal marks.
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1. (a) Examine the practices of the jahilliyah period that Islam reformed  (15marks) 

      (b) Examine the political life of Hejaz in the pre-Islamic Arabia. (10marks) 

2. Examine the content and methods of propaganda that was used by the meccans against the

prophet and his mission          (25mark)

3. “Abu-Bakr’s choice of Umar as his successor was a perfect one”. Assess the validity of this

statement in view of Umars handling of the affairs of the caliphate.  (25marks)

4. Assess the contribution of Abdul Malik bin Marwan to the development of the Umayyad

caliphate. (25marks) 

5. To what extent did the character of Yazid ibn Muawiyah undermined the survival of the

Umayyad dynasty? (25marks) 

6. Account for the down fall of the Abbasid dynasty. (25marks) 

7. Discuss the view that al Man- soor was the real founder of the Abbasid caliphate(25marks)

8. Account for the rise of Fatimid dynasty to power (25marks) 

9. Examine the factors that favored the emergence of the Safavid dynasty (25marks) 

10. Examine the factors for the launching of the Christian crusades in the 11th and 13th century.

(13marks) 

     (b) Assess the effects of the crusades to the Muslim world. (12marks) 

11. Discuss the factors that led to the rise of the ottomans. (25marks) 

12. Assess the development of civilization in India under the rule of the Moghuls. (25marks)
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